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Christmas Calendar Issue

See calendar on page 10 for all December events

erry Christ

| believe we can
all agree that noth-
ing exemplifies the
spirit of Christmas
more than music.
Whether you're
Jew or Gentile,
Christian or non-
Christian, religious
or secular the mu-
sic of Advent or
Hanukkah will be
uplifting. And it’s
at this time of the
year when the choral art form is at its
finest. Think about it ...there’s very little
Christmas music that’s new . It’s the clas-
sics like Messiah, the Christmas Oratorio,
the traditional carols... yet year after year
they evoke the memories of Christmas
past , the warmth of family gatherings,
the spirit of giving rather than receiving
and the memory of the event two thou-
sand years ago that we still celebrate to-
day.

Jim George,
Publisher

Southwest Florida is alive with the choral
favorites in the month of December. It's
the most crowded month of the year in
terms of concerts and this year is no ex-
ception. Every chorus, whether it be
church or independent, will participate.
You have only to go to page 10 of this
issue to see the concert schedule and plan
your Christmas evening out. There are
only seven days in the month of Decem-

ber prior to Christmas that a concert is not
scheduled. That’s an invitation to fill your
holidays with music.

From all of us at Ensemble we wish all our
readers a joyous Christmas and Hanukkah.

Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah to all.
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Ensemble is published monthly from September through April by

Pelican Wing Publishing LLC, 1577 Sand Castle Road, Sanibel, Florida, a unit of Creative Marketing Associates.
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Artistic Director Joseph Holt celebrates his 10th anniversary as artistic director
conducting Handel’s Coronation Anthems, a choral Nutcracker, and favorite
Carols.

Sunday, December 9, 2018 — 4 pm

First United Methodist Church, Sarasota

Tickets: www.choralartistsof Sarasota.org

CHORAL ARTISTS OF SARASOTA




Southwest Florida (Gay and IL.esbian Chorus
FProudly Presents
“The Songs of Christzmas Avryound the YWWorld™

. 1.% - “Wvelcome Flomme™
- - ™ =

Friday, December Fth, 2018
The Unitariam Universalist Churci
134911 Shire Lane
Fort NMyers, Florida 323912

G:Fopm{Dinner,/ Concert)

T30 (Conmncert Only)
Sundawy, December 9th, 2018

wWe are an All-Imnclusive

The Edison Country Club Chorus. We accapt all the
SE3 McocGregor Blwd.

diwersity im our

Fort Miyers, Florida 33901 comrinnity e e il

Z:00prm [(with light appetizers) to be part of our great
Farmily.
For online tickers, prices, and informacion
please wisit owr welbsite:
e, @anrcho ru s o
FPaper Tickets Contact =

swflmaychorusEgmail  corm

Sonthwest Floridn Coay & [ eshiammn  Clhoras Tonc._§is o SO0 {33 MNon-Poolil Chrsra micmfism

Naples Philharmonic Chorus and Orchestra

Experience the power of the 100-voice Naples Philharmonic Chorus as they present Handel’s masterful oratorio. A commentary on
the life of Jesus Christ, Messiah remains Handel's best-known work.

Radu Paponiu, conductor James Cochran — Chorus Director

November 30, 7:00pm, First Presbyterian Church, Naples December 2, 7:00pm, Artis Naples
Philharmonic Center for the Arts  Tickets: www.artisnaples.org

Holiday Pops, Conductor, Stefan Sanders

Thursday, December 13 and Friday , December 14, 8pm
Saturday, December 15, 2pm and 8pm - Sunday December 16, 7 pm




lusica Facra of Fazasota

December 10, 2018

Heinrich Schitz

The Christmas Story

. 5. Bach
Cantata 140

Wachet Au f

With addifional holiday treats.

All with Chorus and Orchestra
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Florida SouthWestern State College
presents
A Holiday Concert
featuring

The FSW Symphony and FSW Choirs

Tuesday, December 4, 2018 - 7:30 pm
on the FSW Main Campus in the
Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall

The Concert is FREE and Open to the Public.

Dr Ron Doiron

Conductor



‘Symphonic Chorale of Southwest Florida—Holiday Pops

The Southwest Florida Symphony Orchestra and its resident
chorus, the Symphonic Chorale of Southwest Florida, will pre-
sent three Holiday Pops concerts. Holiday Pops will have your
whole family ready to celebrate the most festive time of the
year. Climb into your imaginary sleigh, and ride along with Lee
County’s professional orchestra as we
celebrate the sounds of Christmas in  SESDER
Paradise. Our musical journey includes W ey
music from The Nutcracker, Home

Alone, and for anyone who ever lived | =
“up north”, we even have a song or two
about falling snow.

Thursday, December 6, 7:30 pm

First Presbyterian Church, Bonita Springs. Conductor Dr. Trent Brown

. Artistic Director, Symphonic Chorale
Friday, Dec. 7, 7:30 PM
Shell Point Village Church, Fort Myers

Saturday, December 8, 7:30 PM Tickets: www.symphonicchorale.org... 239-560-5695
Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall or
www.bbmannpah.org ..... 239-418-1500

Sp1r1t of the Gulf Chorus
Bwieet Adelines International Paard - Winning a Cappella Chorus
O

fhternational Quartet Champigns! - i theis fral i oxids
t appearance!

Sunday. Dec. 2, 2018 2:00 - 4:00 pm >4 .

$40 Loge - $30 Orchestra & Mezzanine - $20 Balcony
 For tu:kets call
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“Christmas Celebration”

with Venetian Harmony
Chorus
Saturday, December 8, at 3:00pm

Christ Lutheran Church, Englewood

THE VENICE CHORALE

Dec 2, 2018
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BIG Arts Community Chorus
Holiday Concert

Enjoy the music of the holidays with the wonderful
BIG ARTS Community Chorus — an annual holi-
day tradition and a great way to celebrate the
songs of the season.

Tuesday, December 12, 7PM
Schein Hall, BIG ARTS, Sanibel
Tickets: 239-395-0900

Ellen Whitten
Artistic director

Anna Maria Island Concert
Chorus and Orchestra

An Island Christmas

December 9, 2 PM

Crosse Point Fellowship
Church, Anna Maria Is-
land,

December 16, 7pm

First United Methodist
Church, Sarasota

Tickets:www/amicco.org




Seraphic Fire

Angelic voices sing your favorite English carols and transcendent chant in Florida’s own GRAMMY® nominated holiday experi-
ence.

Thursday, December 13, 7PM, Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church, Naples, Tickets:www.seraphicfire.com
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Key Chorale
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Craig Williams Betsy Traba James Whitbourn

World-renowned organist Craig Williams, brass sextet, flute and percussion join Key Chorale in a holiday
program of carols and seasonal music. James Whitbourn’s Missa Carolae, commissioned for the 1400™
anniversary of England’s Rochester Cathedral, incorporates Christmas classics from France, Germany
and Poland. Impressive brass, timpani, and the 100 voices of Key Chorale combine for an unforgettable
holiday program featuring choral works by Dale Warland, Mack Wilberg, Ola Gjeilo & Stephen Schwartz.

Missa Carolae —James Whitbourn
Glow — Eric Whitacre

Ecce Novum — Ola Gjeilo

Carols of the Season from the Mormon Tabernacle Choir by Mack Wilberg

DECEMBER 8, 2018 VENICE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



Check our on-line calendar,

www.ensemblemedia.org for information on

concert location, time and tickets

Sarasota Choral Society
Messiah

Venetian Harmony Cho-
rus

Christmas Show

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Spirit of the Gulf Voices of Naples Symphonic [ Symphonic Chorale | Symphonic Chorale
,?\lnnual Christmas Show Home for the Chorale Holiday Pops Holiday Pops
aples Philharmonic Holidays
Chorus Holiday Pops
v Key Chorale
FSW Choir and . : . . .
; Voices of Sarasota Jewish Cho- | Christmas in Venice
V.emce Chorale Orchestra N ICI e
'll'vnls t?e S.eason A Holiday Con- aples, Chanukah Concert Northport Chorale
astersingers cert Home for the A Christmas Tale
Readings and Carols Holidays
Voices of Naples
Messiah
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Choral Artists of Sara- | Musica Sacra of Galloway Christ- | Belle Canto Naples Phil- | Naples Phil Chorus | Naples Phil Chorus w/
sota Sarasota mas Hymn Sing | g5unds of harmonic w/ Naples Philhar- | Naples Philharmonic
Rejoice Going Baroque at the Season Chorus monic Orchestra Orchestra
Christmas-Again . Holiday Pops Holiday Pops
Holiday Pops
Anna Maria Island .
Chorus - BIG ARTS Cho- Symphonic Chorale w/
An Island Christmas rus Southwest Florida
i — Symphony Orchestra
Holiday Con- | Seraphic Fire Holiday Pops
ihsarlotte Crsrale cert Seraphic Fire
eason of Hope i
2 Christmas Northport Chorale
Holiday Harmonies
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Naples Phil Chorus w/
Naples Philharmonic Voices of Naples | Opera Naples Opera Naples
Orchestra Messiah Aida Aida
Holiday Pops
/h
Ho, Ho, o M
23 24 25 Christmas 28 29




